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The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society (Perth and Perthshire Branch)
Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts for the Year Ended 30th April 2023
Scottish Charity Number SC024464

Current Trustees
Christopher Smith

Chairman/Website        
    
(Appointed September 2022)
Vacant

             

Vice-Chairman
 
Rod Purcell       
           

Secretary/Highland Gateway   
(Appointed September 2022)

Judith Borup


Treasurer
        
   
(Appointed September 2018)                                                                            
Linda Magill






(Appointed September 2020)

Jane Rattray






(Appointed September 2021)

Morag Lindsay






(Appointed September 2021)

Betty Blair 






(Appointed September 2022)

Betty Bott






(Appointed September 2022)
Co-opted Members
Janice MacDonald

Membership Sec.

(Co-opted December 2021)
Other Trustees and Co-opted Members during the Year
Allana Creighton          
            Chairman


(Completed term of office September 2022)
Sue James

            Secretary


(Resigned September 2022)
Janet Macdonald





(Completed term of office September 2022)
Linda Carswell






(Completed term of office September 2022)
Susan Black


Website


(Resigned September 2022)
Rod Purcell


Highland Gateway

(Change to a Trustee September 2022)
Contact Details
Secretary – Rod Purcell, 85 David Douglas Avenue, Scone, PH2 6QQ  

 Mob: 07922 238991    Email: rod.purcell@btopenworld.com 
Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees

Trustees are appointed or reappointed by the Members at the Annual General Meeting, which is held in September each year. Office Bearers are appointed or reappointed each year. Other Trustees are appointed on a rotational basis for periods of up to three years. The Trustees can also co-opt additional Trustees.

Governing Document

The Branch is an autonomous charitable unincorporated association of members of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society. While the Branch has similar objects to, and associates with, the Society, it operates and carries out its administration and management independently. The Branch objects and administration arrangements are set out in the Constitution.

Charitable Objects

The objects, as set out in the Constitution, are:-

a) to preserve and further the practice of traditional Scottish country dancing;

b) to provide, or assist in providing, special education or instruction in the practice of Scottish country dancing;

c) to promote the enjoyment and appreciation of Scottish country dancing by any suitable means;
d) generally to do such things as are considered to be incidental or conducive to the attainment of 
the objects stated above.
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Activities and Achievements

Thankfully we managed to return to a full programme of dances this year although Covid-19 did throw a shadow over our activities.  As expected, the number of dancers attending the 9 Spring Classes and 9 Summer dances were lower than before the pandemic, with some still nervous about returning to dancing.  However, numbers increased as the season went on and we managed an overall surplus by the end of the summer.  Many thanks to everyone who supported us and to the excellent musicians and teachers who agreed to participate. 

The Branch Classes were held, without any Covid-19 interruptions, through the autumn and winter months.  The Wednesday and Thursday evening classes were well attended but the Thursday afternoon class made a large deficit. This was once again due to a reduction in numbers returning to the class since the pandemic.

In May, a group of members met for the Book 53 Dance Trials.  Attendance was lower than expected and resulted in a small deficit.  Those who did come enjoyed an interesting afternoon of dancing accompanied by Jim Lindsay.

The Perth Ball surplus of £544 refers to a Ball being held in the next financial year, 5th May 2023.  This balance will be adjusted by further receipts and payments in the year 2023/2024.
A generous donation of £200 was received from the Pitlochry Dance Club and it was much appreciated.
Branch membership for the year was:  Adults 89,   Life 9,   Total 98
Trustee Remuneration and Expenses

The Secretary was paid an Honorarium of £425 for the year September 2021 – September 2022 and the Treasurer was awarded an Honorarium of £300 for the year September 2021 – September 2022 but declined to take it.
Payments to Trustees:  Judith Borup (Treasurer) received payment for providing her service as a teacher during the year.  No other Trustees received payment for their services as teachers or musicians during the year.

There were no Related Party Transactions paid during the year.

Reserves
The current reserves policy is restated below:
1. That reserves should be utilised to allow prices at Branch events to be maintained at an affordable and reasonable level whilst expanding Branch activities.
2. That sufficient funds, to cover the cost of running standard Branch events for one year, are in reserve as recommended by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).
3. That the level of reserves and this policy is monitored and reviewed by the Trustees on an ongoing basis and shared with members at the AGM.

The current Trustees have reviewed the reserves policy and do not recommend any changes.

The Branch held unrestricted funds of £9343.41 at the year end and the Trustees consider these funds to be sufficient.  The funds in reserve also cover replacement equipment.
Judith Borup
Treasurer

10th June 2023
