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The objects of the Local Association are:
· To preserve & further the practice of traditional Scottish Country Dancing.

· To provide, or assist in providing, special education or instruction in the practice of Scottish Country Dancing.

· To promote the enjoyment and appreciation of Scottish Country Dancing by any suitable means.

· Generally to do such things as are considered by the Local association to be incidental or conducive to the attainment of objects above stated.

Branch Web Site

Thanks to excellent work by Allana Creighton we now have our own Branch web site www.rscds-perthandperthshire.com
 Have a look at this for news of Branch activities. If you have any news to pass on please send it to the Web Master, allanacreighton@btinternet.com
Chairman’s Letter.
As we are nearing the end of 2009 plans are already underway for next year’s events. As well as the 85th Anniversary of Perth & Perthshire Branch, there are a variety of events being held in Perth and the surrounding areas to mark the 800th anniversary of the granting of the Royal Burgh Charter to Perth and we hope to be able to combine both celebrations in our programme of events.

We start 2010 with Colin Dewar playing for our Charity Dance on 16th January in Blairgowrie Town Hall. This dance is known locally as the ‘trifle dance’ but the format is changing this year and everyone being asked to bring a plate of food to share. Branch members are also asked to bring a contribution for the raffle.
The Day School, with visiting teacher Sinclair Barbour, is being held on 20th February in the Bankfoot Church Centre and I will be teaching dances from the Perth Book, which continues to sell worldwide. Jim Lindsay’s band will be playing for the dance in the evening and application forms are available from any committee member or to download from the Branch website.  

Please check the Branch website at www.perthandperthshire.com for more information on all Branch and non Branch events happening throughout Perth & Perthshire.

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all the compliments of the season and happy dancing in 2010.

Allana Creighton

 
Not a committee person but willing to help from time to time?
If you are willing to help occasionally at dances, day school etc. please contact the secretary with your telephone number and/or e-mail address. An extra pair of hands will help the committee, which is currently under strength, with the running of the many events organised throughout the year.
Branch Shop
You will be aware the Branch shop has been available over the last few years for members to purchase books, CDs and general RSCDS items. It is no longer practical to stock a good range of items when all are readily available through the HQ On Line Shop. The committee has therefore taken the decision to run down our stock with a view to closing the Branch shop.  

The following items, therefore, are available to purchase at the discounted price shown:-
	Items for Sale
	Stock
	Price each

	Books
	
	

	4 for 1978
	2
	£1.40

	5 Traditional
	2
	£1.40

	8, 10, 11, 12, 16, 18, 20 to 29
	1
	£2.55

	40, 41, 42
	2
	£2.55

	43
	4
	£4.25

	44 
	1
	£4.25

	45
	2
	£4.25

	Children’s Book
	2
	£2.55

	Graded Book
	2
	£2.55

	Index
	2
	£2.13

	Large Green Pilling Book
	1
	£10.20

	Pocket Book 32
	1
	£2.55

	Pocket Book 39 – 41
	2
	£2.55

	CDs
	
	

	1
	3
	£8.50

	2 ,4
	1
	£8.50

	10, 19, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 33, 
	1
	£8.50

	12
	4
	£8.50

	40
	1
	£11.05

	Ready And
	1
	£4.25

	Scotia
	1
	£10.20

	Leaflets Vol 2
	1
	£8.50

	Miscellany Vol 3
	2
	£11.05

	Fife Fairing
	1
	£8.50

	Bill Clement in Japan
	1
	£8.50

	MISCELLANAEOUS
	
	

	Shoe Bag (Calico)
	1
	£3.40

	Slip Stop (small)
	2
	£1.70

	Tie (Black)
	1
	£5.95

	Tie (Navy)
	1
	£5.95


Please contact Allana on 01738 551148 or e-mail allanacreighton@btinternet.com if you wish to take this opportunity to purchase any of these items.

If you wish to buy items not included in the above list then log onto www.rscds.org where you will find a complete list of the stock available. You can phone your order to HQ and arrange to collect it or have it delivered. You can also download an order form which can be posted to HQ with the same delivery choices. You will soon be able to complete the order form on line and pay using Paypal.

RSCDS AGM
Once again the Society held its AGM weekend in Bell’s Sports Centre in Perth, a venue which has hosted the weekend on a number of occasions in the past. In earlier years the Branch Committee was heavily involved in the organisation of what is a very hectic weekend. Fortunately, nowadays HQ is involved with the organisation of this event and we are very fortunate to have the facilities at Bells Sports Centre enabling all the dancing and meetings to take place under one roof. It is quite stimulating to dance there with as many as 600 other dances on the floor at the same time. 

In an article in the Courier in 1989 Bet Nairn, the then secretary of the Branch outlined the work involved in preparing for the AGM and hosting dancers from all over the world.
The format of the weekend remains similar to that in the past with dances on the Friday and Saturday nights and dance classes on Saturday morning and the main business meeting in the afternoon. 
Children’s Dance 
A dance for the children held at the end of November, saw over three sets of children dancing to music by Luke and Adam Brady and they thoroughly enjoying an evening of Scottish country dancing.

Unfortunately the date coincided with a ‘flu epidemic in local schools and some children were very disappointed at not being able to attend ‘their dance’.  Despite this and the fact that a number of children had only recently started dancing, the children enjoyed the dance and want to know when the next one will be held.  And their favourite dance?  The Christmas Tree, of course!

Marilyn Healy  Branch Youth Co-ordinator
Branch Awards
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As many of you will know Christian Catto and Betty Keir were presented with their Branch Awards at our AGM in September. Both have done outstanding work in promoting Scottish country dancing over the years and I’m sure we all want to congratulate them on their achievement.

Christian gained her teaching certificate in 1975 and has been active in teaching both children and adults since. She has taught the Oakbank class since 1987 and is past committee member, vice chairman and chairman of the Branch. She trained teams for various festivals and was herself a member of the Branch demonstration team. She was one of six elected members on the Executive Council of the RSCDS and served on Publication and Research and General Purposes committees. Christian has taught at Summer School as well as day schools and weekend schools at home and abroad

Betty has been a keen Scottish country dancer for all of her adult life. She ran the summer dancing season for 15 years and has raised large sums of money for charity through Scottish country dancing. She was awarded the MBE in recognition of the money she raised for MS. Betty has served on the Branch committee and is a good example to Scottish country dancers everywhere.
AGE MATTERS EVENT – CELEBRATING THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE OLDER PERSON
Ten members from the Thursday afternoon class went along to Dewars Centre in the morning of Thursday 1st October to participate in a Scottish Country Dance workshop as part of this event. Our usual teacher Rae Farrow was unavailable, but we had a very good replacement in Allana Creighton.

We used Suzuki Circle as our warm up. The programme continued with Shiftin Bobbins, The Silver Grey, Joie de Vivre followed by the Homecoming Dance.

We then encouraged some of the spectators to join in. This was not easy, but I am very pleased to say that a few people graced the floor and tried some dancing.

It was a very happy, enjoyable morning allowing the public to say “Does age really matter when you can enjoy yourself as much as we did?”

Irene and friends  
Keeeee….p dancing…………..
Many of you will know Donald and Dora Evans (Linda’s parents).
Both had their 90th birthdays this year. They still enjoy their Scottish Dancing and can keep many a younger person on the right track. The event was celebrated in the summer at Ceilidh held for friends and family in the Pitlochry Tryst. The happy couple were never off the floor!!! 
Notes for your Diary

Saturday 16th January 2010 Charity Dance in Blairgowrie Town Hall  
The charity that we are supporting this year is The Black Watch Association.

Please remember to bring a plate of food to share.

Grassmarket Reel          
  R    Round Room 8x32  5 for 2009
Chequered Court           
   J    8x32              Bk 42

Bell of Bon Accord             
   S    4x32             Drewry

Gothenburg’s Welcome   
   J    8x32              Bk 37

Ladies of Dunse             
  R    8x32              Bk 26

The Gentleman              
  S    8x32              Bk 35

Swiss Lassie                   
  R    8x32              Bk 39

Sands of Morar                     S    8x32              Bk 45

Airdrie Lassies                      J    4x48              Bk 26

                      Interval

Portnacraig                           R    8x32             Bk 36

Alan J Smith                         J     8x32             Bk 26

Dream Catcher                     S     1x96            Bk 45

Kelloholm Jig                        J     8x32             Leaflet 

Anniversary Reel          
  R     4x32             Bk 36

Colin’s Kilts                   
  J      8x40             Perth Bk 

Jean Martin of Aberdeen     S      3x32             3 for 2006
Old Nick’s Lumber Room     J     8x32              Bk 26

De’il Amang the Tailors        R     8x32              Bk 14

Extras :   Duke of Perth       R     8x32  
        Bk 1

         Miss Johnstone of Ardrossan  R 5x32    Goldring
Saturday 20 February Day School and Evening Dance

To help celebrate the Branch’s 85th Anniversary in 2010 we have organised a Day School on Saturday 20 February, 2010.  Sinclair Barbour, from Thornhill, Dumfriesshire will be the visiting teacher and take two classes in the afternoon (2.00pm to 5.00pm).  Our own Branch Chairman, Allana Creighton will take a class featuring the dances in the recently published “A Book of Perth Dances” as an alternative to the second class.  Music for Sinclair’s classes will be provided by Jim Lindsay and Allana will use the CD which accompanies the book.

There will also be an evening Dance, from 7.30 – 11.00pm with Jim Lindsay and his Band.

All events will take place in the Bankfoot Church Centre.  The cost per class is £3.00 and the ticket for the Dance is £6.00, however if you register for all whole day (two classes and the dance) the cost is £10.00.  

There will be no catering supplied during the day - apart from tea, coffee and biscuits - but there will be space available if you wish to bring your own food to eat between the classes and the dance.  

Application forms, which include the Dance programme, are available from class teachers, committee members or via the website. Forms should be returned no later than 31 January 2010 so that arrangements can be finalised.
Please come to some, or all of the day to begin the celebrations of our 85th anniversary year.

Linda Gaul
Scone Scottish Country Dance Club

The Club are holding 3 Saturday afternoon dances in the RDM Institute, Abbey Road, Scone on the following dates: 23rd Jan; 6th Feb; 27th Feb 2010, dancing from 2.00 to 4.00pm.An evening dance is also being held at the same venue on Friday 12th Feb 2010 at 7 30pm with music by James Coutts.

 For further information contact Anna Brown on 01738 551377.
Scottish Branches Conference
Date: Saturday 6 February 2010

Place: Victoria Halls, Dunblane

Time: 10.00am - 4.00pm

Cost : £15 including lunch 

Members are welcome to attend. Application forms are available from lornao@tiscali.co.uk Applications to RSCDS Headquarters by 10 January 2010

RSCDS Book 46

Teachers trialling these dances are reminded that they should return the assessment form to the Branch Secretary by Friday 22 January 2010. All involved are invited to dance the most popular dances at Viewlands School, Oakbank Crescent, Perth on Monday 25 January from 7.30-9.30pm (no charge!)  

Heard on the dance floor

Rod & Rhoda Purcell
THERE’S NO EXCUSE LIKE……..

I thought I was a man; 
These are not my shoes; 
The music didn’t tell me….

Oops – is this a strathspey?
 Miss Who’s What?  You call this live music

This hall’s the wrong way round!
That’s not how it’s done… in **Edinburgh!

I forgot I was a woman;
Oh, THAT first corner;
You’re right – it’s left

I haven’t done this one for 43 years;
……A ‘REEL’ ONE

**Substitute any suitable place name

Branch Classes 2009/10 
	Day
	Time
	Class
	Venue
	Music/

Teacher

	Monday

11/1/10 to

22/3/10
	7.30 to 9.30pm
	Experienced
	Gymnasium

Viewlands Primary School, Oakbank Crescent, Perth
	On CD/

Rhoda Purcell

	Tuesday

5/1/10 to

23/3/10
	4.00 to 6.00pm
	Children’s Class from Approx 6 yrs
	Gymnasium

Viewlands Primary School, Oakbank Crescent, Perth


	On CD/

Jane Rattray

	Tuesday

12/1/01 to 23/3/10
	7.30 to 9.30pm
	General 

Class
	Tryst Hall

Pitlochry
	Pat Clark on 

Piano/Linda Gaul

	Wednesday

6/1/10 to 

24/3/10
	7.00 to 7.30pm

7.30 to 10.00
	Beginners General 

Class
	Assembly Hall Oakbank Primary

School, Viewlands Road West, Perth
	On CD/

Christian

Catto

	Thursday

14/1/10 to
25/3/10 
	2.00 to 3.30pm
	Afternoon
 Class
	St Mathews Church

Hall, Perth
	On CD

Ray Farrow


Please support them as they are organised for the membership by the Branch. New members are always welcome.

For further information contact the class coordinator Linda Gaul Tel 01796 472366
A note from the Editor
This is your magazine and I look forward to receiving Branch news and reports on dances for publication.  Thanks to all who have contributed. Please send any contributions for the next issue of the newsletter to me, Brian Park, 24 East Moulin Road, Pitlochry PH16 5HY no later than 2 April 2010.

E-mail: parkbrian@btinternet.com
Forthcoming Events
	Saturday 9 January Stirling SCDC

St Ninian’s Church Hall, Stirling

Band G Shand. 
Contact: M. MacKenchie

01786 461275

	Saturday 16 January Perth RSCDS  
Charity Dance. Town Hall Blairgowrie.
Band C Dewar. Contact: John Graham 01250 884315


	Saturday 23 January Stirling SCDC

St Ninian’s Church Hall, Stirling

Band M Anderson. 

Contact: M. MacKenchie 

01786 461275

	Sunday 31 January Dunfermline RSCDS Technique Class. 

Contact: Liz Gardiner 01383 720972

	Saturday 6 February Stirling SCDC

St Ninian’s Church Hall, Stirling

Band J Coutts 

Contact: M. MacKenchie

01786 461275
 
	Friday 12 February St Andrews RSCDS Corn Exchange, Cupar

Band: C Dewar. 

Contact: Jonathan Wilson 

01334 475274


	Friday 19 February Ericht SCDC

Town Hall, Blairgowrie.

Band M Anderson.

Contact: J Graham 01250 884315

	Saturday 20 February Stirling SCDC

St Ninian’s Church Hall, Stirling

Band A Ross 

Contact: M. MacKenchie

01786 461275


	Friday 5 March Blairgowrie SCDC

Town Hall Blairgowrie

Band: J Lindsay

Contact: M Archibald 01250 873341

	Saturday 20 March Dundee RSCDS
Festival of Dance Morgan Academy
Band: Danelaw

Contact: Fiona Mackie 01382 641500

	Saturday 20 March Stirling SCDC

St Ninian’s Church Hall, Stirling

Band I Thomson 

Contact: M. MacKenchie

01786 461275
	Saturday 27 March St Andrews RSCDS Day School. Town Hall
Band: J Coutts

Contact: Jonathan Wilson 

01334 475274

	
	


Disclaimer
Please note that the Perth & Perthshire Branch of the RSCDS cannot be held responsible for any error in the details provided for any forthcoming events or classes. The editor would appreciate being informed of any changes required for future issues of the newsletter.
Local Clubs, Classes & Groups

	Aberfeldy SCD Class

Meets Tuesday from 7.30 to 9.30 pm

In Aberfeldy Town Hall

Contact: Betty Kinnear Tel: 01887 820124
	Gleneagles SCD Club

Meets Wednesday from 7.30 to 9.30 pm

In Gask Church Hall, Findo Gask

Contact: Gordon MacBean 01764 660193

	Bankfoot SCD Group

Meets Monday from 7.30 to 9.30 pm

In the Church Hall, Bankfoot.
Contact: Jane Rattray Tel: 01738 828510
	Kinross SCD Club

Meets Wednesday from Oct to March 

7.30 to 9.30 pm in Milnathort Town Hall

Contact: Jennifer Wallace Tel: 01577 863855

	Blairgowrie SCD Club

Meets Wednesday at 7.30pm 

In the Town Hall, Blairgowrie

Contact: Maurice Archibald Tel: 01250 873341
	Kirkmichael SCD Group

Meets Monday from 7.30 to 9.30 pm

In the Blackwater Hall

Contact: Marilyn Galbally Tel: 01250 874667

	Braco SCD Club

Meets Tuesday from 7.30 to 9.30 pm

In Braco Hall

Contact: Charles Robertson Tel: 01786 880208
	Moulin SCD Club

Meets 2nd, 3rd, 4th Thursdays from 7.30 pm 

In Moulin Hall, Pitlochry

Contact: June Templeman: Tel 01796 473488

	Coupar Angus SCD Club
Meets Thursday from 7.30 to 9.30pm

In Coupar Angus Town Hall

Contact: John MacBean Tel 01738 621124

	Perth SCD Club
Meets Tuesday at Kinnoull Church Hall

Class 7.30 to 8.15 followed by Social Dancing 8.30 to 10.00pm  Visitors welcome

Contact: Dorothy Reid Tel: 01738 635009 

	Coupar Angus AEA SCD Club
Meets Thursday from 7.00 to 9.00pm

In Coupar Angus School

Contact: A McKinlay  Tel: 01828 627040
	St Madoes SCD Group
Meets Tuesday from 7.30 to 9.30pm

In St Madoes Community Centre, Glencarse

Contact: Jean Coyle Tel: 01738 860477

	Craigie Church SCD Club
Meets Monday From 7.30 to 9.30pm

In Craigie Church Hall, Perth

Contact: Anne Duffy Tel: 01738 620895
	St Mathews SCD Class
Meets Wednesday from 7.30 to 9.30pm

In St Mathew’s Church Hall, Tay St, Perth

Contact: Allana Creighton Tel: 01738 551148

	Crieff SCD Club

Meets Tuesday from 7.30 pm 

In the British Legion Club Rooms, Perth Road, 

Contact Joan Anderson Tel: 01764 653356
	Scone SCD Club
Meets Monday from 7.30 to 10.00pm

In The Robert Douglas Memorial Institute, Scone

Contact: Anna Brown Tel: 01738 551377 
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